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RATINGS

541 Parachute loft raiings. The following ratings mey be issued praseribing the type
of work the holder of a parachute loft certificats 15 qualified to perform:
(@) General maintenance and minor repair;
(%) Canopy overhaul;
{¢) Harness overhaul;
(d) Metsal paris and container overhaul;
{e) Drep testing.

PARACHUTE LOFT CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS

54.2 Certificate requiremenis. To be eligible for a rating as a parachute loft and certi-
fication as such an applicant shalli comply with the following requirements:

54.20 Persopnel. Applicant shall have adequate personne] certificated in accordance
with the provisions of Part 25 of the Civil Air Regulations and qualified to perform or super-
vise the type of work involved.

54.21 Faclities and equipment. Applicant shall have such equipment, facilities, and
material a= are necessary for the competent and efficient performance of the type of work for
which a rating is sought. Such facilities shall include suitable and adequately heated, lighted,
and ventilated housing; an adequate system of inspection; adequate equipment for making
drawings and adequate facilities for the segregation and storage of parts and materials.

Nors: A manos! will be issped outlining Cecdlitiss, equipment, snd personpel which will comply with the reqoiremnents of this section.

ISSUANCE AND DURATION
54.3 Application. Applicstien for a parachute loft certificate and appropriete ratings
shall be made upon the applicable form prescribed and furnished by the Administrator.

5430 Duration. A parachute loft certificate shall remain in effect indefinitely, unless
suspended or revoked: Prorided, That such certificate may be cancelled by the Admunistrator
st any time within 60 days after issuance,
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CIVIL AIR BEGULATIONS 3

54.31 Application te amend. Application for a change in the parachnte loft rating
record of a certificated parachute loft shall be made upon the applicable form prescribed and
furnished by the Administrator.

REGULATIONS AND LIMITATIONS
54.4 General.

54.400 Display. A parschute loft certificale shall be displayed in a prominent place
in the parachute loft.

54.40F Transfer. A parachute loft certificate may not be transferred.

54.402 BSurrender. Upon the suspension, revocation, or expiration of a parachute
loft certificate, the holder thercof upen request shall surrender such certificate to any officer
or employee of the Administrator,

54,403 Tnspection. An applicant for & parachute loft certificate shall cooperate full
in any inspeclion or exsmination which may be made of such applicant, applicant’s personnel,
facilities, equipment, and records, upon proper request by en authorized representative of the
Administrator, prier or subsequent to the issuance of a parachute loft cerfificate.

54.404 Revocation. No person whose parschuote loft certifieste has been revoked
shall apply for or be issved & parachute loft certificate or any raiing for 2 period of one year
after the revoeation of such certificate except as the order of revocation may otherwise provide.

54.41 Records. The holder of a parechute loft certificate shall msintein adeguate
records, which ehall include the nrmes of the persens who performed the work and the type of
work performed. Such records shall be kept for at least two years.

54.41% Parachute loft rating record. An sppropriate parachute lofi rating reeord
prezeribed and issued by the Administrator chall be atiached to each parachunte loft certificate
issued. The record shall contain the type of repair, operation, maintenance, and overhaul
of parachutes for which the holder of such certificate is rated.

54.411 Recording major repair and alteration operations, The holder of a parachute
loft eertificate authorized to perform major repair and alterstion operations on a parachute
canopy, harness, container, accessory, of any combination thereof, shall execuie such repair
and alteration formas as may be prescribed snd furnished by the Administrator and ghall
deliver a copy of such form to the owner of the parachute.

54,42 DMaintenance, personnel, facifities, equipmeni, amd material. ‘The holder of a
currently effective parachute lofi certificate shall maintain personnel, faeilities, equipment,
and material at least equal in guantity and quality to those currently required for original
tssuance of such a certificate and the appropriate ratings.

54.43 Airworthiness regqriremeunts for maintenance, repairs, and alterations.
54.430 Quality of maintenance, repairs, and alterations. The holder of n perachute

ivft ceriificate shall perform maintensanee, repeir, and slterstion operstions in 8 workmanlike
manner and so as to mamtein the equipment in, or restore it to, an airworthy condition,

54.431 Materials. The holder of a parachute loft certificate shall use materials in con-
nection with maintenance, repair, and alteration uperations of such guality and strength as
to be suitable for the purposes unsed.

54.432 Reporting defects or unairworthy conditions. The holder of a parachute loft
certificate shull report upon the applicable forms preseribed und furnished by the Administrator
ull recurriog or serious defects or vilier vasirworthy conditions of parachutes or parts thersof.

54.433 Agencies authorized {o perform maintenance, repairs, alteratioms, aand im-
spections. Mantenance, repairs, alterations, and inspections of certificated parachutes may
be performed by

(m) a certificated parachute technician of appropriaie grade and ratings (Ses Part 25
for service limitations of certificated parachute technicians}; or

() a ceriificated parachute Woft having an appropriate rating; or

{¢] the manufacturar of the parachute or part thereof; or

{(d} another parachule manufactorer deemed competent by the Administrator: Pro-
vided, That all maintenance, repairs, alterations, and inspections shall be performed in accord-
apce with manuals and specifications approved by the Administrator.

Nore: Manoalks end specifications mray be lssued by 8 pamachutc maanfecturer or by the Administrator. In either caws they mmst be
approved by the Administrator.
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4 PART 54— PARACHUTE LOFT CERTIFICATES AND BATINGS

54.434 Drop testing of parachutes. The heolder of & parachuie loft ceriifieate shall
drop test any major repaired or altered parachute canopy, harness, container, accessery, or
any combinstion thereof, when in the opinion of the inspecting certificated parachute technician
such repairs or alterstions may have aflected its structursal, functional, or other sirworthiness
characteristic. Drop tests shall be conducted in secordance with the following conditions:

54.4340 Functional tesis. If it is necessary to determine the fonctionsl characteristics
of the entire assembly, such assembly shall be drop tested with & 150-pound dummy man (not
including the weight of the parachute) at an indicated air speed of 70 miles per hoor and & mini-
mum altitude of 500 feet above the ground.

54.4341 Sirength teste. If it is necessary to detarmine the material values in the entire
assembly, such assembly shall be drop tested with a 190-pound dummmy man (hol including the

welght of the parachute) at an indicated air speed of 120 miles per bover and a minimum altitude
of 500 feet above the ground.

54.4342 Airworthiness fesis. If it i8 necessary o determine material alrworthiness of
the entire assembly prior to repairs of any kind, such assambly shall be drop tested with a 195-
pound duminy man (not including the weight of the parachute) at an indieated air speed of 120
miles per hour and at & minimum altitude of 500 feet zbove the ground.

54.4343 Agencies anthorized to perform drop testing operations. Parachute drop testing
operations shall be performed only by
{2) the manufacturer of the parachute; or
(5} another parachute mannfacturer deemed competent by the Administrator; or
{c) a certificated parachute loft having an appropriate rating.

DEFINITIONS
54.5 General,

54,50 Parachute. A umit comprised of & canopy, barness, container, and seccessories, =0
arranged in combinetion as to allow mnstantaneous release of a folded canopy by means of me-

chanical control or manually operated releass device, such combinalion to be approved by the
Admninistrator,

54.500 Canopy. That part of s parachute combination which iz desipmed to refard the
descent of & {alling body or object.

54,501 Harness. That part of & perachute combinetion desicned to enfold or carry the
bedy or object and o serve as an attachment between the canopy and its intended cargo.

54.502. Container. That part of a parachute combinstion designed to hold or contsin a
folded canopy.

54.503. Accessory. That part or parts of a parachute eombination necsssary to complete
a unit as designed by the manufacturer and approved by the Administrator.
54.51 Manufactorer,

{2} The holder of & type certificate for the manufacture of 2 canopy, harness, container,
or accessory, or any combination thereof, or of the current rights under licensing arrangements
to the benefits of such type certificate; or

{6) the maker of & part or accessory of a certificated parachute: Provided, That suchmaker

ghall have in his employ a properly certificated parachute techrician in direct charge of mainte-
nance, repair, or alteration operations.

54.52 Rontine maintenance. An operation limited to the packing of parachutes and the
replacement of small standard parts not involviog complex assembly operations,

54.53 Repairs.

54.530 Minorrepairs. Flementary repair operations executed in sccordanee with standard
practices and not within the definition of major repairs.

54.531 Major repairs. Complex repair operations of vital importanece to the airworthiness
of & parachute.

54.54 Alteration. Any appreciable chenge in the design or an exchenge of parts in &
paraschute canopy, harness, container, accessory, or any combination thereof,
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54.540 Minor alieration.

{2} An alteration hsving no spprecisble effect on the struclural, functionsl, or other
characteristic, affecting the airworthiness of a parachute canopy, harness, container, accessory,
or combination thereof, individually or as a unit;

(b} an alteration for which specific plans epd instructions have been approved by the
Administrator and which can be exeeunted by minor elementary operations.

54.541 Major allerations. All slierations not within the definition of minor slterations.

64.55 Overhaal. Mainienance, inspeclion, repairs, and alterations performed inaccord-
ance with manuals and specifieaiions, and approved by the Administrator.

NCTICE

Advise the Civil Aeronauties Board, Washington 25, D, C., that you have purchased this
part of the Civil Air Regulations and that agency will supply you with copies of amendments
which have been issued since this printing. Be sure to specify the number of this part, other-
wise your request cannot be filled.

If you wish to be informed of &ll future amendments to this and to other parts of the
regulations, subseribe to the monthly Civil Aeronautics Journal. All new regulations, amend-
ments, and special regulations are carmied in the Journal. Annusl subscriptions are 50 cents,
pavable in advance by cash or meney order, and are obtained from the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C.
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